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BALLOON SHAFT FRACTURE

Surgery Conservative
approach

* Can occur when excessive force
is released resulting in balloon fractures

Recommended approach
May be a valid option
Not recommended

Snare 3Snare 2

Inspect shaft (panning fluoroscopy)

Balloon shaft within 
guiding catheter

In aorta In coronary artery

Balloon shaft inside coronary,
but outside guiding catheter*

** 2.0mm balloon for 6Fr
    2.5mm balloon for 7Fr

Focussed force / (NC) non scoring balloon 
may provide additional grip

Balloon trapping
technique**

1

Fixed with a stent if balloon segment 
is confined to the coronary artery 

– caution with regard to the left main stem

Surgery


